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Message from the Head of Federation 
 

 
Dear All 
 
What a start to term it has been! It has been wonderful to welcome our children back to school and amazing 
to welcome our new children into the nursery family. The nursery environments are full of curiosity and ex-
citement, new relationships are forming between children and we have some children who are being sup-
ported with settling into a new nursery. It has been lovely to have the sun shine this week too! 
 
Unfortunately, with the new government COVID rules we are seeing high cases of COVID spread across our 
nursery school community, especially with the primary aged children. I have been in many meetings with 
public health over the last week and the messages they have given to us to reduce the risk of transmission 
of COVID within our schools are; 
 
1. If your child is poorly, unwell, or out of sorts please do not bring them to school. Keep them off until 

they are well. 
2. If your child needs to have Calpol to come into nursery they do not bring them in. The fact they are 

needing Calpol shows that they are not well in themselves. 
3. Please do consider wearing a mask at the school gates. 
4. Please do keep a good social distance from other families 
5. In nursery ventilation is key and windows and doors will be able to let the air flow through. 
6. We will continue with our cleaning plan. 
7. To follow the self-isolation rules when presenting with COVID symptoms – we have to be strict when 

following this guidance as are seeing such a rise in the positive COVID cases in our area and we owe 
a duty of care to all of our nursery community.  

The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

If you have any of these symptoms, get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) to check if you have corona-

virus and stay at home until you get your result, even if the symptoms are mild. 
 
Please phone if you want to talk through any of the symptoms your child is experiencing we are here to help 
and support and if we do not know the answer we will call public health. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you for the nursery contribution that has been donated so 
far. The donation makes such a difference on the extra-curricular resources  we can offer. Thank you. On 
Tuesday 19

th
 October 2021 I will be joining the maintained nursery schools across the country to march at 

downing street. I will be representing our nursery school community to show the government how important 
we are and how important future funding is to maintained the service we offer. Please do look at the leaflet 
attached with the newsletter – thank you! 
 
All I can say is stay safe and we will get through this winter period of COVID and non-COVID viruses that are 
circulating together! 
 

 

Nicci 
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Important contact details 
 
Atherstone Nursery School:  
01827 713116 
 
Email:admin1000@welearn365.com 
 
Website: www.atherstonenurseryschool.com 
 
Please have a look and like our Nursery Face-
book page to receive information on the chil-
dren’s learning experiences. 
 
Facebook – Atherstone Maintained Nursery 
School and Warwickshire Teaching School. 

Regular school attendance is important for the children to 
make relationships and learn.      However, young children 
do become poorly,     especially at this time of year, so 
please keep them at home if they are unwell.  Thank you 
very much to everyone for co-operating in letting us know 
when your child can not attend.  We are very grateful for 
the phone calls and messages. 
Remember—with vomiting sickness and diarrhoea please 
give a clear 48 hours before sending your child back to 
nursery.         
Thank you. 

Please do let us know if your child is going to be absent from Nursery School  - whether it is because of illness, 

      Dates for your Diary                                 
 

Teacher Training Days 
2021/2022 

 
Monday 1st November 2021 

 
Tuesday 4th January 2022 

  
Monday 6th June 2022 

 

Please also note that the last day of this academic year will be Thursday 21st 
July 2022 

 
IN THE EVENT OF EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS: THE FOLLOWING WEBSITE AND RADIO STATIONS 
WILL BROADCAST SCHOOL CLOSURES: www.warwickshire.gov.uk  
Free Radio 97 & 102.9 FM BBC   Radio Coventry & Warwickshire  94.8    103.7   &  104 FM 

Keeping Everyone Safe - Some reminders: 
 Please close all gates and doors behind you. This is to keep all of our children safe.  
 We would advise that you continue to wear masks, when dropping off and picking up your children 

from nursery 
 Please do not park on the yellow zig zags outside Nursery. If the fire engine needs to attend an 

emergency to save a life and your car is in the way, they will move it by whatever means available! 
 Please let us know, by phoning the Nursery if someone else will be collecting your child. Remember, 

we will not let your child go with someone we don’t know or haven't been told is collecting your child.  
Passwords must be used.  

 Could we please ask that mobile phones are not used outside the nursery gate so that family leaders 
can talk to you on the handover should they need to. Thank you. 

Some reminders: 
 At nursery, we encourage the children to eat healthy snacks such as milk, water, fruit and 

vegetables.  We would like to do the same at lunch time, on our website under newsletters is 
a poster with suggestions of healthy lunch options to give you some extra ideas of the kind of 
things you can send in for children, which can include a small treat such as a biscuit bar.   

 Can we please ask that all children have appropriate clothes, footwear and a suitable coat for 
the  colder weather.  Please can we ask that children only bring a small named plastic bag 
with spare clothes and their packed lunch. Please ensure that all items of clothing are named. 

 The snack collection trolleys are fully in operation now - please do drop your child's contribu-
tion of fruit into the trolley that will be positioned at the gate on their arrival. Thank you! 
The pram store still needs to remain an outdoor meeting space so bikes and prams cannot be 
left on nursery site.   

 
Friday 22nd October 2021 

 
Half Term 

 
Monday 1st November 2021 

 
Teacher Training Day-school closed 

 
Friday 20th December 2021 

 
Christmas Holidays 

 
Tuesday 4th January 2022 

 
Teacher Training Day-school closed 

 
Wednesday 5th January 2022 

 
Children return to Nursery 

School uniform can be ordered by following this link.— https://www.yourschooluniform.com/ 
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BUTTERFLY NUSRSERY NEWS 

WELCOME TO ATHERSTONE NURSERY SCHOOL 

It has been wonderful to welcome our new children and new families to our Atherstone Nursery 
School family and to also welcome back our returning families. Most children have settled into 
nursery life and look forward to coming every day. If your child is having a ‘wobble’ please reas-
sure them that you will be back to collect them and talk about the exciting things they are going to 
do during the session. 

Dropping off and collecting your children will get faster as the children become accustomed to the 
routines. They already are happy to sanitise their hands on arrival and wash their hands as they 
move indoors. 

Staff are focusing on children’s wellbeing at the moment, getting to know the children and their 
interests by playing alongside them and sharing the things your child enjoys. If you haven’t       
already done so please could you ensure you have sent in spare, named clothes, wipes and    
nappies/underwear to keep in your child’s bag at school and please read, sign and return the For-
est School letter if you have not already done so. 

WEATHER 

The weather can be very changeable at this time of year. Could you always send a named,    
hooded and waterproof coat and suitable footwear for your child. Open-toed sandals can be dan-
gerous when the children are in the garden. 

CURRICULUM 

Over the next few weeks we will be learning the rules and routines of Nursery, discussing and  
recognising different feelings and exploring the changes that are occurring in nature as Autumn is 
approaching. If you take any photos when you are out for a walk and spot something interesting, 
please email them to our admin team. Staff will share them in their key worker groups. 

PROMOTING FUNDAMENTAL BRITISH VALUES IN OUR NURSERY 

Fundamental British Values thread through all the areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) curriculum that we teach the children. These include: 

· Democracy 

· The Rule of Law 

· Individual Liberty 

· Mutual Respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and those without 
faith. 

This term, we are beginning to get to know each other and learn how to respect the feelings of 
others. 

Thank you for your co-operation and support and. If you have any queries, please speak to a 
member of staff at drop off or telephone the office. 

The Butterfly Team 
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Caterpillar Nursery News 

 

We have made a wonderful start to the Autumn Term. 

Our returning children seem so happy to be back in nursery after the summer break and 
we are really proud of the way they have settled back in. 

We are also welcoming our new children in to nursery, they are making really good 
progress and are already beginning to explore the nursery environment and follow our 
routines. 

We have been investigating the sand and soil, playing imaginatively and filling and 
emptying different containers. 

The children have shown lots of interest in painting. Using coloured paints on paper 
and also water painting on different objects outdoors. 

At circle time we have been getting to know each others names as we sing the “Hello” 
song.  

Our favourite songs are: 

 Incey Wincey Spider 

 Humpty Dumpty 

 Can you play at pee-po 

 Baby Shark 

 

The Caterpillar Team 
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Covid Symptoms  —  What to look out for:- 
 
 
If your child is unwell then please keep them at home. Get a PCR test as soon as possible 
for any COVID-19 symptoms. Not taking a test or getting a positive result means self-
isolation for 10 days. Any child going to school with COVID-19 symptoms will be sent 
home. 
 
If a child is unwell it might be COVID-19, take a PCR test to be sure. If the test is nega-
tive but they are still unwell (mainly a high temperature), they should remain at home un-
til they feel better for at least 48 hours. 
. 
 
 
 
The main symptoms of coronavirus are:  
  

 A high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest (you do not 
need to measure your temperature)  

 A new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 
or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be 
worse than usual)  

 A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you’ve noticed you 
cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to nor-
mal.   Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms.    

 
In children, less common, but frequently reported, symptoms also include:  

 Muscle pain  
 Fatigue  
 Diarrhoea and digestive problems  

 

Of course, some of these symptoms are not unusual in younger children at any time, but 
it is important to be extra-vigilant and not send your child to nursery if you are in any 
doubt.  
 
 
If you are unsure, please just call us for advice. 


