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Our New Telephone Number — 01827 794164
Message from the Head of Federation
Dear All
I want to say again a huge thank you to you all for following all the COVID guidance that is in place. As we
are working in collaboration we are reducing the risk of the spread of COVID within our community –
thank you!
The senior leadership team have completed learning monitoring walks over the last week in both nursery
environments and it has been wonderful to share such outstanding positive relationships that have been
formed between children and staff.
Can I please ask that you continue to follow our schools COVID risk assessment by continuing to follow
the items below;
1.

If your child is poorly, unwell, or out of sorts please do not bring them to school. Keep them off until
they are well.
2.
If your child needs to have Calpol to come into nursery they do not bring them in. The fact they are
needing Calpol shows that they are not well in themselves.
3.
Please do consider wearing a mask at the school gates.
4.
Please do keep a good social distance from other families
5.
In nursery ventilation is key and windows and doors will be able to let the air flow through.
6.
We will continue with our cleaning plan.
7.
To follow the self-isolation rules when presenting with COVID symptoms – we have to be strict when
following this guidance as are seeing such a rise in the positive COVID cases in our area and we
owe a duty of care to all of our nursery community.
The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are:


a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not
need to measure your temperature)



a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)



a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

If you have any of these symptoms, get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) to check if you have
coronavirus and stay at home until you get your result, even if the symptoms are mild.
Please phone if you want to talk through any of the symptoms your child is experiencing we are here to
help and support and if we do not know the answer we will call public health.
If your child tests POSTIVE for COVID over the first weekend of the school holiday (23rd and 24th Oct)
please do call me to let me know on 07775 411 769 and I will make sure that close contacts are advised.
Please do have a good half term and we will welcome our children back on Tuesday 2nd November. On
Monday 1st November we have a teacher training day and the focus for the nursery staff team is further
training on SEND (special educational needs and disabilities). Our IDS (integrated disability service)
teacher Clare Woodman will be leading the training for the team.
Nicci
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Dates for your Diary

Teacher Training Days
2021/2022

Friday 22nd October 2021

Break up for Half Term

Monday 1st November 2021

Teacher Training Day-school closed

Friday 20th December 2021

Break up for Christmas Holidays

Tuesday 4th January 2022

Teacher Training Day-school closed

Wednesday 5th January 2022

Children return to Nursery

Monday 1st November 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Monday 6th June 2022

Please also note that the last day of this academic year will be Thursday 21st
July 2022
School uniform can be ordered by following this link.— https://www.yourschooluniform.com/
Keeping Everyone Safe - Some reminders:

Please close all gates and doors behind you. This is to keep all of our children safe.

We would advise that you continue to wear masks, when dropping off and picking up your children from
nursery

Please do not park on the yellow zig zags outside Nursery. If the fire engine needs to attend an emergency to save a life and your car is in the way, they will move it by whatever means available!

Please let us know, by phoning the Nursery if someone else will be collecting your child. Remember, we
will not let your child go with someone we don’t know or haven't been told is collecting your child. Passwords must be used.

Could we please ask that mobile phones are not used outside the nursery gate so that family leaders can
talk to you on the handover should they need to. Thank you.

Please find attached with this Newsletter a leaflet from the Food Safety Agency highlighting choking
hazards.

Some reminders:

At nursery, we encourage the children to eat healthy snacks such as milk, water, fruit and
vegetables. We would like to do the same at lunch time, on our website under newsletters is a
poster with suggestions of healthy lunch options to give you some extra ideas of the kind of
things you can send in for children, which can include a small treat such as a biscuit bar.

Can we please ask that all children have appropriate clothes, footwear and a suitable coat for
the colder weather. Please can we ask that children only bring a small named plastic bag with
spare clothes and their packed lunch. Please ensure that all items of clothing are named.

The snack collection trolleys are fully in operation now - please do drop your child's contribution of fruit into the trolley that will be positioned at the gate on their arrival. Thank you!

The pram store still needs to remain an outdoor meeting space so bikes and prams cannot be
left on nursery site.

Please do let us know if your child is going to be absent from Nursery School - whether it is because of illness,
Regular school attendance is important for the children to
make relationships and learn.
However, young children
do become poorly,
especially at this time of year, so
please keep them at home if they are unwell. Thank you
very much to everyone for co-operating in letting us know
when your child can not attend. We are very grateful for
the phone calls and messages.
Remember—with vomiting sickness and diarrhoea please
give a clear 48 hours before sending your child back to
nursery.
Thank you.

Important contact details
Atherstone Nursery School:
Telephone No: 01827 794 164
Email:admin1000@welearn365.com
Website: www.atherstonenurseryschool.com
Please have a look and like our Nursery Facebook page to receive information on the children’s learning experiences.

IN THE EVENT OF EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS: THE FOLLOWING WEBSITE AND RADIO STATIONS
WILL BROADCAST SCHOOL CLOSURES:
www.warwickshire.gov.uk
Free Radio 97 & 102.9 FM BBC
Radio Coventry & Warwickshire 94.8 103.7 & 104 FM
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BUTTERFLY NUSRSERY NEWS
We have all enjoyed welcoming and settling your children into nursery. The children's confidence has grown so much as they settle into the routine, begin to understand the rules in nursery and why we have them. It is lovely to see the children arrive at nursery with a smile.
The children have enjoyed exploring the nursery environment, having lots of fun,
particularly in the sand, water and paint. It's fantastic to see them starting to show
an interest in what other children do and begin to form friendships. The children
have had so much fun exploring the Forest School these last few weeks; they enjoyed making crowns to become Kings and Queens of the Forest and experiencing
Autumn in the woods for themselves. They have also enjoyed spending time outside
and exploring puddles and the changing weather. We appreciate you sending them in
waterproof coats and sturdy shoes or boots so they can continue to do this as the
weather is becoming colder.
During this half term, we have been looking at colours and feelings with the children,
linked around the story of “Brown Bear, Brown Bear, what do you see” and “The Colour Monster”. You can find the stories being read aloud on You Tube if you want to
share it with your children at home. As we move into the season of autumn, the children are noticing the changes it is bringing in our garden and Forest. We are beginning to look at autumnal resources and have leaves, pine cones, acorns, pumpkins and
conkers for the children to incorporate into their play, throughout nursery. We have
celebrated ‘Just One Tree Day’ by wearing green and bringing in £1. We raised £30
which will mean that 30 trees are planted in our name. Thank you for your contribution.
After half term, we will be thinking about fire safety leading up to bonfire night and
learning about Diwali. We will also look at Remembrance Day.
We wish you all a wonderful, fun filled half term holiday and look forward to seeing
you back on Tuesday 3rd November, ready to hear all about the adventures you have
had at home.
Take care,
The Butterfly Team

LOCAL WELFARE SCHEME
The council’s Local Welfare Scheme continues to help residents at times of unavoidable crisis
when they have no other means of help and can provide financial support and advice for people
in crisis who need support to access food and utilities. The scheme also signposts to further
support available from other public, community and voluntary services around the county.
Details are below...
Contacts: Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme
01926 359182 or 0800 408 1448
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfarescheme
For information about wider support from the council and other services, go
to: www.warwickshire.gov.uk/facinghardship
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Caterpillar Nursery News

Caterpillar nursery have been taking part in lots of lovely activities.
We went to visit our Forest school, where we talked about Autumn. We looked
at the beautiful colours of the changing leaves in the trees and learnt about
conkers, acorns, pinecones and berries. The children each had a bucket to
collect items they found on the forest floor, they then stuck them onto a band of
card to create their very own Autumn hat! Twigs, feathers and leaves have
also been added to the playdough station. We have used them to create
hedgehogs and other woodland animals.
At story time we have been sharing our new “Pip and Posey” books (by Axel
Scheffler). The children have loved to listen to them! They are highly
recommended by our staff team as they teach kindness, sharing and feelings
at the level that children can understand and relate to—maybe a good stocking
filler!
With Halloween just round the corner we have introduced pumpkins to the
children. We have displayed them in the environment and given the children
opportunities to explore the smells and textures when we cut them open and
provided spoons and bowls. Some children said they had seen “Halloween” in
the shops and others were taking about witches and black cats.
We hope you all have a wonderful half term
The Caterpillar Team

Allotment News
As a Nursery School, we are always trying to find ways to be eco-friendly and support
the environment. For example, we are no longer using individual milk cartons for snack,
but having cups that are washed and reused, and milk in bottles that can then be
recycled. As part of our new allotment space, we want to create a dividing wall and have
decided to use metal cage "gabions" and, instead of stones, to fill them with empty two
litre pop bottles, that have been filled with plastics that can't be recycled currently.
These are called "Eco Bricks" We would like you to help us by filling a bottle each which
can then be added to our gabions. There is a link below that tells you all about it, how to
prepare the plastic, and how to pack your bottle as tightly as possible. An activity to start
with the children over half term, perhaps!
https://www.ecobricks.org/how/
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Covid Symptoms — What to look out for:-

If your child is unwell then please keep them at home. Get a PCR test as soon as possible
for any COVID-19 symptoms. Not taking a test or getting a positive result means selfisolation for 10 days. Any child going to school with COVID-19 symptoms will be sent
home.
If a child is unwell it might be COVID-19, take a PCR test to be sure. If the test is negative but they are still unwell (mainly a high temperature), they should remain at home until they feel better for at least 48 hours.
.

The main symptoms of coronavirus are:





A high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest (you do not
need to measure your temperature)
A new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3
or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be
worse than usual)
A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you’ve noticed you
cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms.

In children, less common, but frequently reported, symptoms also include:
 Muscle pain
 Fatigue
 Diarrhoea and digestive problems
Of course, some of these symptoms are not unusual in younger children at any time, but
it is important to be extra-vigilant and not send your child to nursery if you are in any
doubt.
If you are unsure, please just call us for advice.
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