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Message from the Head of Federation 
 
To all our families 

Wow! What a last few weeks of term it has been! I want to say a huge thank you to you all for following all the COVID guid-
ance that is in place. Our community is seeing a rise in positive COVID cases, and I am hoping with all of our collaboration in 
reducing the risk of transmission we will not have any bubbles go down before the end of term. Please do keep your child off 
nursery if they are unwell or out of sorts. If they present with one of the three main COVID symptoms you must get a PCR test 
for them and self-isolate as a household until the test results come back (usually within 38 hours)or self-isolate for 10 full days if 
choosing not to PCR test.  We cannot accept a lateral flow home test result if a child or family member presents with one of the 
main three symptoms. 

I want to say a massive thank you for your kindness and generosity for the gifts that you have purchased for our nursery school - 
we have a very excited staff team as we open them together. Our children in future years will benefit greatly - thank you. 

It is such a strange time of year for us all - as our school leavers start to talk about their new schools - we are getting prepared to 
say our farewell. It is never a goodbye as our door is always open to our children, to you and to your wider family members.  

I will be sending a parent questionnaire out over the next week for you to fill in. I would value your opinions and reflections as 
we strive to celebrate our achievements and processes but also to reflect on processes that we need to adapt and change. Your 
views count greatly in the continued shaping of our nursery school federation. 

As this will be the last newsletter, we send out for this school year - I would like to say a MASSIVE thank you to my AMAZ-
ING staff team - their passion, their outstanding skill base, and their joy of supporting children's teaching and learning is re-
markable, and I am very lucky to have each member on my team. 

Thank you for working in partnership with us in an extremely unpredictable year! It has been amazing to have remained open in 
some way throughout the year and all the lockdowns and to hear the voice of children in our school.  

The only last COVID request I have is that it is my responsibility for 48 hours after school ends for summer holidays to high-
light any close contacts. As the children's last day is Tuesday 22nd July, should your child test Positive for COVID on Wednes-
day 23rd July to Midnight on Thursday 24th July please phone and let me know on the Headteacher mobile number on 
07775411769. 

I hope you all have a good summer and manage to fit in lots of important family time. 

Nicci   

  

Snack 
Fund Target 

Snack 
Fund so 
far: £487 

Our account details are:  
Account No: 38951760  
Sort Code No: 30-94-93 
please quote your child’s name 
on the  transaction, followed 
by the letters NF  

In Autumn Term 2021 we will be recruiting more parent governors to join our wonderful team of governors. Please do 
have a think over the summer if this is a role you would like to consider for our school federation. Please look out for the 

letter in September 2021.  
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Important contact details 
 
Atherstone Nursery School:  
01827 713116 
 
Email:admin1000@welearn365.com 
 
Website: www.atherstonenurseryschool.com 
 
Please have a look and like our Nursery Face-
book page to receive information on the chil-
dren’s learning experiences. 
 
Facebook – Atherstone Maintained Nursery 
School and Warwickshire Teaching School. 

Regular school attendance is important for the children to 
make relationships and learn.      However, young children 
do become poorly,     especially at this time of year, so 
please keep them at home if they are unwell.  Thank you 
very much to everyone for co-operating in letting us know 
when your child can not attend.  We are very grateful for 
the phone calls and messages. 
Remember—with vomiting sickness and       diarrhoea 
please give a clear 48 hours before sending your child 
back to nursery.         
Thank you. 

Please do let us know if your child is going to be absent from Nursery School  - whether it is because of illness, 
family circumstances or holiday.  Call  01827 713116 and leave an absence message or tell the reception staff. 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 
IN THE EVENT OF EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS: THE FOLLOWING WEBSITE AND RADIO STATIONS 
WILL BROADCAST SCHOOL CLOSURES: www.warwickshire.gov.uk  
Free Radio 97 & 102.9 FM BBC   Radio Coventry & Warwickshire  94.8    103.7   &  104 FM 

Keeping Everyone Safe - Some reminders: 
 Please close all gates and doors behind you. This is to keep all of our children safe.  
 Please remember to wear face masks at the school gate , when dropping off and picking up your children from 

nursery 
 Please do not park on the yellow zig zags outside Nursery. If the fire engine needs to attend an emergency to 

save a life and your car is in the way, they will move it by whatever means available! 
 Please let us know, by phoning the Nursery if someone else will be collecting your child. Remember, we will not 

let your child go with someone we don’t know or haven't been told is collecting your child.  Passwords must be 
used.  

 Could we please ask that mobile phones are not used outside the nursery gate so that family leaders can talk 
to you on the handover should they need to. Thank you. 

Some reminders: 
 At nursery , we encourage the children to eat healthy snacks such as milk, water, fruit and vegetables.  

We would like to do the same at lunch time, on our website under newsletters is a poster with sugges-
tions of healthy lunch options to give you some extra ideas of the kind of things you can send in for 
children, which can include a small treat such as a biscuit bar.   

 Can we please ask that all children have appropriate clothes, footwear and a suitable coat for the  
colder weather.  Also, can you please ensure that all items of clothing are named. 

  Please can we ask that you collect your child on time as we have staggered start and finish time to 
avoid bubbles mixing, and it is quite a tight turn—around between groups. We also find that children 
get upset if their friends are all collected and they have to wait –it feels like a long time when you're 
little. If any of the 30 hour parents are struggling to make if for 2.45pm, we do offer an option to 
buy an extra 45 minutes until 3.30pm.  Please telephone or email Kate or Sue in the office if this is 
something you would be interested in. 

 Can we please ask that you hand over your children to their group leader one at a time at the gate, 
and not let them run in through the gate. This allows  us to be sure about whose on site and that hands 
have been sanitised on arrival at Nursery. 

Tuesday 20th July 2021 Last Day of Term - Children break up for Summer Holidays 

Wednesday 8th September 2021 Returning children start back at nursery 

Friday 25th October 2021 Half Term 

Monday 1st November 2021 Teacher Training Day-school closed 

Tuesday 2nd November 2021 Children return to nursery 
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Butterfly Nursery News  

We can’t quite believe that we are in the last half term of the year already! It’s a time of change and thinking about the future, mov-
ing forward and beginning new adventures. An exciting time, but also a sad time for us as we say goodbye to those of our children 
moving on to School, and from Caterpillar Nursery to Butterfly Nursery. 

In Butterfly our children will be thinking about school transition and talking about the exciting things that they will be experiencing. 
Many schools have sent Transition Books which we can share with them to get a feel for their new schools before they move on. 

In Caterpillar our children who are moving to butterfly in September, will have the opportunity to spend time in the Caterpillar gar-
den before the end of term, and will have a transition booklet to share at nursery to see what Butterfly nursery looks like and who 
the staff will be that will work with them next year. 

We are also thinking about Summer weather, Summer holidays and Journeys and will be talking about sun safety, road safety and 
water safety, to help your children to make safe choices during the holidays. 

Oral Health 

We have been learning about how to keep our teeth healthy. The children know that they need to brush their teeth twice a day to 
keep the ‘sugar monsters’ at bay. We also learnt that milk and water are the best drinks for our teeth as other drinks contain a lot of 
sugar. Staff did re-enforce the fact that a little of everything will not harm your teeth, as long as you brush them regularly. 

Protective Behaviours 

We will also be re-visiting protective behaviour strategies for the children to use when they go to school. This will help them to 
keep themselves safe and to be proactive when encountering a problem that might make them feel worried. As part of this, they will 
be encouraged to name people who they would go to if they have a problem. This could be parents, family members or a teacher, or 
anyone else they feel comfortable with. 

Promoting Fundamental British Values 

This term our focus will be on Mutual Respect. At this time of change for our children, they need to think about how to consider 
others, especially the new people they meet as they move to a new school, or setting. 

Induction Day 

This year, Induction Day for our children moving to school will look very different. You will have been contacted by your child’s 
new school and a time will have been allocated for you to visit. PLEASE NOTE, THAT WHEN YOUR CHILD VISITS THEIR 
NEW SCHOOL, THEY MUST NOT ATTEND NURSERY ON THE SAME DAY. This is to avoid any cross infection between 
schools. 

End of Term Leavers Celebration 

This will take place on the last day of term. This year we will be having a garden party with food, drinks and ice cream! We will 
have party games and dancing. 

Your child will bring home a photo of the children in their Family Group as a reminder of their year at Nursery. Please sign the 
permission slip if you have not already done so. 

Amazon Wish List. 

Thank you so much for your generosity and kindness. We have had so many lovely gifts arrive for the Nursery. As a staff we feel 
very valued and appreciated. If you are thinking about sending us a gift from the Amazon Wish List, please order in time for it to 
arrive before the end of term, as there will be no-one on site regularly to receive it during the holidays. 

And Finally, … 

The Staff would like to thank you all for your continued support throughout another very different year. There have been times 
when we must have seemed like the Covid Police, asking you to have your child tested to ensure that our Nursery remains virus 

free! We do wholeheartedly thank you for taking this on board. As a result, we have been able to keep our setting open and the 

education of your children has continued with as few interruptions as possible. 

It has been a privilege and a pleasure to teach your wonderful children this year and we wish each and every one of them success as 
they continue on their learning journey. 

Stay safe and well and enjoy the Summer. We look forward to seeing our returning and new children in September. 

Sharon and the Nursery Team. 
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Caterpillar Nursery News 

During this summer term we have been talking about the seaside. 

The children have been sharing their experiences of going on holiday and talking about family 
trips to their favourite places. 

Our activities have linked to the seaside theme. We have been experimenting with finger-
painting, using blue paint to create a wavy sea and mixing sand into paint to make a beach. 

The children have also made their own sand-castle models and designed their own flags to stick 
on the top. 

We have had an ocean environment within our water play. The children enjoyed naming,    
sorting and matching the different sea-creatures. The children had great fun catching fish and 
then counting how many they had caught in their nets! 

During circle-time we have been listening to seaside stories and learning new songs and 
rhymes. 

Story:  Spot goes on holiday by Eric Hill....... https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=KzoBkuqqVHc 

Songs:   

1 2 3 4 5 Once I caught a fish alive....... https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ir_l7qTiZ4 

 Row,row,row your boat… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rafox-9P3r8 

At this time of year we are thinking about our older children who are moving up to Butterfly 
nursery. We will miss you very much but we know that you are ready to experience bigger ad-
ventures and have lots of fun! 

We look forward also to seeing our children who will return in September and to welcoming 
new children once more. 

Have a wonderful summer,  

from the caterpillar nursery team 
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Barbara Charles, Family Support and Pastoral Manager  

 
A note from Barbara, Family Support for Nursery: 

Wow-We have come to the final half term of the year, and what a year it has been! It has been 
lovely building those relationships with our parents and carers and helping where I can, be that 
help with managing behaviour, housing, toilet training or victim support. 

As we come to the end of the Summer term I am still around to help if you need it- please just 
drop me a text, email or a call ( see the numbers below)or ask one of the nursery staff to contact 
me on your behalf, and I will do all I can to help. I am still around for some of the summer holi-
day too, so please do try and call and if I am working I will help. 

For those who are moving on to primary school I wish you well, and hope the new experiences 
in your lives are positive for your child and your family. For those who are returning to us in 
September I look forward to welcoming you back. In the meantime, I will leave the following 
numbers for organisations who may be able to help you if Nursery is closed for Summer and I 
am on annual leave. 

Stay safe, 

Barb 

Email: Charles.b@welearn365.com 

Mobile No: 07833 288959 Nursery No:01827 713116 

Helpful Organisations: https://www.refuge.org.uk/ ( for domestic abuse help.) 

https://www.northwarks.gov.uk/info/20016/council_housing_and_garages/1297/
help_with_money_and_debt ( food bank referral) 

http://nwcab.org.uk/ ( Atherstone Citizens Advice Bureau) 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families (Family Information Service) 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/mentalhealth ( mental health support 
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Covid Symptoms  —  What to look out for:- 
 
 
To help keep your child and our nursery community safe, your child should not come 
to school if:  
 

 They are feeling unwell or are experiencing any coronavirus symptoms (If in 
doubt, book a test. If positive, isolate for 10 days from start of symp-
toms)  

 They have tested positive for coronavirus and are within the 10 day isolation 
period   

 They are sharing a household or support bubble with someone with symptoms 
(person with symptoms to be tested, if negative can return to usual activi-
ties; if positive, you must isolate for 10 days from last contact)  

 They have been advised by the NHS test and trace service to self-isolate 
or aware they are a close contact of someone who has tested positive for 
coronavirus (isolate for 10days from last contact)  

 
 
 
 
The main symptoms of coronavirus are:  
  

 A high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest (you do 
not need to measure your temperature)  

 A new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, 
or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it 
may be worse than usual)  

 A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you’ve noticed 
you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to 
normal.   Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symp-
toms.    

 
In children, less common, but frequently reported, symptoms also include:  

 Muscle pain  
 Fatigue  
 Diarrhoea and digestive problems  

 

Of course, some of these symptoms are not unusual in younger children at any time, 
but it is important to be extra-vigilant and not send your child to nursery if you are 
in any doubt.  
 
 
If you are unsure, please just call us for advice. 


