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Message from the Head of Federation 
 
Hello All 

 
I want to firstly, start by saying thank you to you all. We have worked in partnership over the last couple of 
weeks during the national lock-down to make sure your child is well enough to attend school and to make sure 
members of your household are having a COVID test if presenting with one of the three main symptoms. We 
are working together to reduce the transmission of the virus within our nursery community. We had not yet 
had a positive test result at our school; however, we have all the procedure measures in place in case we do. If 
a member of your household receives a positive test result over in the evening or over the weekend, please 
email the admin email address to keep us informed. 
 
Please read the nursery page section of the newsletter to hear about all of the wonderful learning experienc-
es the children have had this week. We are sending learning activities home for children who are off due to 
COVID reasons– if you need these to be printed and posted out to you please just let Kate/Sue know via the 
admin email address or call to let us know. We would welcome photographs or an email sharing the children ’s 
experiences at home when they are off. 
 
Can I please remind all; 
 Please park respectively in front of our neighbour’s homes and not block any of their driveways. Thank 

you for putting road safety first and keeping our community safe. 
 The COVID guidance states that all children’s hair to be tied back and no jewellery or watches should 

be worn. Please could I ask that you follow these guidelines. Again we are doing all we can to reduce the 
risk of transmission across nursery. 

 Thank you for keeping to the social distanced guidance outside of the school gate. As you collect your 
child, you can step forwards to collect them when the family leader brings then to the gate so they can 
see that you are their ready for them. 

 We are working through the new procedures and sometimes if you share that your child may be feeling 
unwell with the staff at the gate they may need to gain a second opinion from the senior leadership 
team. Please be patient with us while we discuss the best option through for each individual case. We 
are making decisions in line with the current government and public health guidance to keep all of our 
community safe. Please see the code of conduct attached to newsletter for a guide to all of our current 
procedures. Thank you for your support as we go through this together. 

 Thank you all so much for the donations we have received for snack contribution – your donations really 
makes a difference! Thank you! Please see the snack apple for our current total amount raised! 

 
As always, please get in touch if you have any questions COVID related or not! 
 
Nicci 
 

December 2020 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 
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28 29 30 31    

       

 
 

Snack 
Fund Target 

£1,200 
Snack 
Fund so 
far:  

£142 
Our account details are:  
Account No: 38951760  
Sort Code No: 30-94-93 
please quote your child’s name 
on the  transaction, followed 
by the letters NF  
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Important contact details 
 
Atherstone Nursery School:  
01827 713116 
 
Email:admin1000@welearn365.com 
 
Website: www.atherstonenurseryschool.com 
 
Please have a look and like our Nursery Face-
book page to receive information on the chil-
dren’s learning experiences. 
 
Facebook – Atherstone Maintained Nursery 
School and Warwickshire Teaching School. 

Regular school attendance is important for the children to 
make relationships and learn.      However, young children 
do become poorly,     especially at this time of year, so 
please keep them at home if they are unwell.  Thank you 
very much to everyone for co-operating in letting us know 
when your child can not attend.  We are very grateful for 
the phone calls and messages. 
Remember—with vomiting sickness and       diarrhoea 
please give a clear 48 hours before sending your child 
back to nursery.         
Thank you. 

Please do let us know if your child is going to be absent from Nursery School  - whether it is because of illness, 
family circumstances or holiday.  Call  01827 713116 and leave an absence message or tell the reception staff. 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 
IN THE EVENT OF EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS: THE FOLLOWING WEBSITE AND RADIO STATIONS 
WILL BROADCAST SCHOOL CLOSURES: www.warwickshire.gov.uk  
Free Radio 97 & 102.9 FM BBC   Radio Coventry & Warwickshire  94.8    103.7   &  104 FM 

Keeping Everyone Safe - Some reminders: 
 Please close all gates and doors behind you. This is to keep all of our children safe.  
 Please remember to wear face masks at the school gate , when dropping off and picking up your children from 

nursery 
 Please do not park on the yellow zig zags outside Nursery. If the fire engine needs to attend an emergency to 

save a life and your car is in the way, they will move it by whatever means available! 
 Please let us know, by phoning the Nursery if someone else will be collecting your child. Remember, we will not 

let your child go with someone we don’t know or haven't been told is collecting your child.  Passwords must be 
used.  

Some reminders: 
 At nursery , we encourage the children to eat healthy snacks such as milk, water, fruit and vegetables.  

We would like to do the same at lunch time, on our website under newsletters is a poster with sugges-
tions of healthy lunch options to give you some extra ideas of the kind of things you can send in for 
children, which can include a small treat such as a biscuit bar.   

 Can we please ask that all children have appropriate clothes, footwear and a suitable coat for the  
colder weather.  Also, can you please ensure that all items of clothing are named. 

  Please can we ask that you collect your child on time as we have staggered start and finish time to 
avoid bubbles mixing, and it is quite a tight turn—around between groups. We also find that children 
get upset if their friends are all collected and they have to wait –it feels like a long time when you're 
little. If any of the 30 hour parents are struggling to make if for 2.45pm, we do offer an option to 
buy an extra 45 minutes until 3.30pm.  Please telephone or email Kate or Sue in the office if this is 
something you would be interested in. 

 Can we please ask that you hand over your children to their group leader one at a time at the gate, 
and not let them run in through the gate. This allows  us to be sure about whose on site and that 
hands have been sanitised on arrival at Nursery. 

Monday 14th December All parent/carer Consultation week (Virtually/Phone call) 

Monday 14th — for week Christmas Jumper week  (more information to follow) 

Friday 18th December Last day before children break up for Christmas Holidays 

Monday 4th January Teacher Training Day : Nursery Closed this day 

Tuesday 5th January All returners only to Nursery 

Wednesday 6th January Children moving from Caterpillar to Butterfly Nursery and new children 
to start their induction 

Monday 15–19th February 2021 Half Term 

Monday 22nd February 2021 Children return to Nursery 
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Butterfly Nursery News  

Hello to our Atherstone Nursery Families, 

We hope you all had a lovely half term holiday and managed to have some family time., It was good to welcome the 
children back and hear about all the things they got up to. Please send in any photos of your half term adventures, we 
would love to see them. Please feel free to forward them to admin1000@welearn365.com. 

The children have been noticing how Autumn effects their environment and have had lots of fun with the leaves, acorns 
and pine cones on the ground. Incorporating them in their games, role play and artwork, including using them to make a 
giant poppy on the ground to stand around for our 2-minute silence on Remembrance Day. 

Remembrance Day is such an important community event which resonates with us all, to honour those who sacrificed 
so much and those who continue to work to keep us and our way of life protected. It is important that future generations 
keep remembering our fallen and help support our heroes and their families. We have looked at Poppies and their signif-
icance to Remembrance Day, watched information on CBeebies about commemorations, looked at photographs of staff 
relatives who have served in different conflicts and also some military resources such as helmets, gas masks and med-
als. The children also created different types of art work around poppies too and we have decided it would be a good 
idea to send some of the poppy pictures to our local care homes to show them we are thinking of them, especially during 
Covid times when they are unable to see many of their family and friends. 

We have read the story of Room on a Broom with the children and they have loved listening to it, joining in with the 
repeated refrains, identifying all the characters and beginning to think about how they may be feeling. 

We have set up various hunts in the garden, which have proved very popular. The children have showed good observa-
tional skills by looking for the items on the hunt, we have had an autumn one, a Room on the Broom one and a Pudsey 
bear one, so far. 

Our children have been interested in fireworks and the way they light up the skies, around Bonfire Night. We talked 
about the celebration and how we can stay safe around fireworks and what to do if we find them too loud and scary. 
Children have shown great enthusiasm in recreating fireworks using chalks and paint to flick onto dark paper, on the 
floor and walls in the garden. 

We have celebrated Children in Need in nursery, learning about Children in Need, all the work they do and how they 
help others. We all came to nursery wearing bright coloured clothes and everyone looked amazing. We took part in Joe 
Wicks P.E marathon and had teddy bear biscuits for snack, which went down very well. It was a good opportunity for 
the children to think about those children in their own community, country and the wider world who don’t have the 
same access to food, clothes, toys and school that they do. 

Alongside all these experiences we are supporting the children in developing wonderful friendships, understanding the 
importance of taking turns, looking after each other, and working together. 

This week the children are learning about another celebration, the festival of light called 'Diwali'. We will be looking at 
how the festival is celebrated, learning about Indian culture and about light sources. Following on, we will be talking 
about road safety, especially as the nights get darker and it is harder for them to be seen when they are out and about. 
We will let you know more about this and activities you can share with them at home so we can all keep ourselves safe. 

Thank you for your continued support as again the best outcomes for our children are achieved when we all work to-
gether. 

We wish you well and lots of family fun time, making wonderful memories together. 

Take care, 

Sharon, Carole and the staff team. 
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Caterpillar Nursery News 

It has been a wonderful term for exploring the changes in our environment that autumn 
has created. The children have spent a great deal of time exploring the leaves that have 
fallen from our beautiful trees. We have been lifting the leaves up and observing how 
they fall, riding the bikes through the leaves and walking through the leaves to see how 
it feels. We have set up natural resources in the outside kitchen and the children have 
been using the materials in role-play and to collect, gather, and explore the properties 
of the items – how they feel and what they look like etc. 

After returning from the half term holiday – some of our children have needed a little 
more nurture to support settling back into routines. We find having a week away from 
nursery can alter routines. We are supporting those children to settle back in. 

At the end of the nursery session, we have extended the time that we have circle time. 
The children are showing such engagement in singing songs and reading stories we 
wanted to make it longer. The family time is interactive and the children have props 
too! Here is one of the songs we have been focusing on: 

There’s a wide-eyed owl 

There’s a wide-eyed owl, 

with a pointed nose. 

Two pointed ears 

and claws for his toes. 

He sits in a tree 

and he looks at you. 

He flaps his wings 

and he says twit-twoo!!!!! 

It is wonderful to see the friendships between the children grow over this term – we are 
encouraging turn taking, playing alongside each-other and talking about our friends 
when they are absent from nursery. 

We would love to hear if your child is talking about the wide-eyed owl at home! 

Lisa, Debbie, Elly and Kate. 
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Family Support Information: 

Hello everyone and a virtual hug to all of our families from me. The Covid restrictions and espe-
cially this second lockdown have been a necessary but unwelcome barrier for a lot of families, 
causing financial hardship, isolation and misery when people wanted to celebrate Bonfire Night, 
Halloween, Diwali and of course to start preparing for the joy of Christmas. Families have had 
their hopes dashed of school and nursery routines being in place, as often this is being constantly 
interrupted with bubbles being sent home from our partner schools and new guidance that we have 
to adhere to causing us to have lots of children off whilst being unwell. I am sure I am not the only 
one who feels this has been particularly difficult, and the long nights make being outdoors less ac-
cessible too. 

Therefore, if you are finding things a bit tough right now give me a call. I can help with advice on 
finances, support in a crisis, reducing monthly bills, help with job searches, benefits and access to 
food bank vouchers and emergency help. Also, if your mental health is feeling low, then please do 
get in touch- there is still a lot of help out there that I can get for you. 

In order to keep our wellbeing good there is a national campaign called the 5 Ways to Wellbeing. 
This focusses on 5 things we can all do every day in order to feel well physically and mentally. 
These are: Be active, Connect, Give, Keep learning, and Take notice. For more information on 
what they mean, and for things to do, google 5 Ways to Wellbeing, or look at the link below. 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/mental-health-wellbeing/five-ways 

Christmas Hampers! 

I have access to a limited amount of Christmas Hampers for families that are struggling during the 
festive season. If you could do with one then please do give me a call and I can tell you about it- 
hopefully a little bit of hope and positivity during some difficult times! 

 

 

 

 
 
  
Contact Details:            
Email: Charles.b@welearn365.com  
Mobile: 07833 288959 call or text.  
Landline 01827 713116  
 
  
 
 

 

 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/mental-health-wellbeing/five-ways
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Covid Symptoms  —  What to look out for:- 
 
 
To help keep your child and our nursery community safe, your child should not come 
to school if:  
 

 They are feeling unwell or are experiencing any coronavirus symptoms (If in 
doubt, book a test. If positive, isolate for 10 days from start of symp-
toms)  

 They have tested positive for coronavirus and are within the 10 day isolation 
period   

 They are sharing a household or support bubble with someone with symptoms 
(person with symptoms to be tested, if negative can return to usual activi-
ties; if positive, you must isolate for 14 days from last contact)  

 They have been advised by the NHS test and trace service to self-isolate 
or aware they are a close contact of someone who has tested positive for 
coronavirus (isolate for 14 days from last contact)  

 
 
They have returned from abroad and government guidance states they need to quar-
antine for 14 days  
 
 
 
 
The main symptoms of coronavirus are:  
  

 A high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest (you do 
not need to measure your temperature)  

 A new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, 
or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it 
may be worse than usual)  

 A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you’ve noticed 
you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to 
normal.   Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symp-
toms.   In children, less common, but frequently reported, symptoms also 
include:  

 Muscle pain  
 Fatigue  
Diarrhoea and digestive problems  

 

Of course, some of these symptoms are not unusual in younger children at any time, 
but it is important to be extra-vigilant and not send your child to nursery if you are 
in any doubt.  
 
 
If you are unsure, please just call us for advice. 
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